Introduction
Organic farming is nowadays one of the fastest growing branches of agriculture in the world, particularly in the European Union (EU). The term 'organic farming' was acknowledged in the EU legislation as a synonym of older terms deriving from historic names of agricultural production models: bio-dynamic agriculture (Koepfi Plato, 2001; Grykien, 2005) organic agriculture (Vogt, 2000; Goklany, 2002) , agriculture biologique (Yussefi, 2010) . Moreover, there appear also other terms, such as alternative and non-conventional agriculture (Seufert, Ramankutty, Foley, 2012) .
The growth of organic farming is connected to a destructive impact of conventional agriculture on the environment (Lamine, 2011) , e.g. pollution of ground and subterranean water with nitrogen compounds, and over-production of food in developed countries. Whereas the aim of organic production is to protect the environment -soil, water and landscape -and to obtain high-quality crops (Tilman et al., 2001 ). This should be done by eliminating chemical technologies from agricultural production (Lairon, 2010; Kozlowski, 2009) .Maintaining the balance between resources and economic demands (Stawicka, Szymczak-Piatek, Wieczorek, 2004) subscribes into the concept of sustainable development (Goldberger, 2011) and brings a great many benefits for the natural environment and society (Pearce, Turner, 1990) . Organic farming in Poland is growing very  Participation of farmers in food quality scheme. The support was available only to producers of agricultural products dedicated for consumption (maximum of ca. € 240 a year for a producer).
In 2011, the European Commission agreed to increase the amount (up to ca. € 720) for agricultural producers within the common system of food quality in organic farming. 
Research results and discussion
The development of organic farming in Poland may be divided into four stages ( (Fig. 7) . Italy is the leader, followed by Spain, France and Germany.
Source: authors' studies based on Eurostat and GIJHARS
Fig. 7. Number of organic farms in Europe in 2016
Although organic farming, as a new form of agricultural production, has already appeared in the 1920s, the period of its dynamic development is currently coming into existence. This is due to the fact that nature is changing. It is not currently perceived only as a reservoir of raw materials and a subordinate tool for people to achieve their goals, but as a holistic system in which people are one of its elements. Organic farming perfectly fits into the model of eco-development, becoming at the same time, the premise of multifunctional rural development.
Conclusions

1)
The support for organic farming from the EU funds and the national Environmental Management
Scheme largely contributed to the increase in the number and acreage of organic farms. The dynamics of growth in organic farming during the CAP implementation stage indicates that the level of support from the EU is the major determinant ofgrowth in organic farmingin Poland.
2) The period of 2003-2016 was characterized by a ten-fold increase in the number of organic farms and the acreage of organic crops. These farms are the most numerous in the following voivodships: Malopolskie, Podkarpackie, Lubelskie and Mazowieckie. In total, they made 50 % of all organic farms in Poland. In the same time the agricultural acreage of organic farms surged from 61 thousand ha to 537 thousand ha, which is approx. 4 % of the total agricultural acreage.
The downward trend of 2014-2015 proves that if the level of support from the EU funds is lower, farmers reduce the acreage under organic crops.
3) The average size of an organic farm in Poland in 2016 exceeded 26 ha AA, with about 10.7 ha for conventional farms. In some voivodships, the size of an organic farm ranged from 10 ha 5) The conclusions that can be drawn from the research demonstrate that the growth of organic farming is primarily dependent on the amount of EU funds. Therefore, it would be necessary to
